
“H
allelujah,” the 
classic hymn 
written and 

originally 
performed by 
gravel-voiced 
musician/
poet Leonard 
Cohen, is one 
of the most 
beloved — yet 
misunderstood 
— songs of the 
20th century. 
Debuting on 
an album so obscure 
that it wasn’t released 
in the U.S. until later 
in the artist’s career, 
the recognition of 
“Hallelujah” skyrocketed 
over the last three 
decades thanks to 
iconic covers by John 
Cale and Jeff Buckley. 
From there, it quickly 
turned into the sad song 
that practically every 
movie and television 
show weaponized to 
make viewers cry, 
oversaturating the pop 
culture landscape until it 
became a walking cliché.

That’s not Cohen’s 
fault — or the song’s, for 
that matter. “Hallelujah” 
remains a haunting 
melody, examining 
the sacred and secular 
interpretations of the 
titular exclamation. It’s 
ripe for lyrical analysis 
and the history of its 
creation is fascinating. 
Several years ago, I 
taught Alan Light’s 
compelling book, “The 
Holy or the Broken: 
Leonard Cohen, Jeff 
Buckley, and the 
Unlikely Ascent of 
‘Hallelujah’ ” in my 
college English classes. 
It was a terrific way 
to show my first-year 
students how rewarding 
it can be to look beyond 
the surface level of 
songs and find their 
deeper meanings.

What’s more, Light’s 
text also connected 
the song and its 
place in pop culture 
to larger thematic 
issues like spirituality, 
gender, social and 

economic class, art 
versus commerce, etc. 
In hindsight, it was 

only a matter of 
time before the 
author’s work 
was adapted into 
a documentary. 
The resulting 
“Hallelujah: 
Leonard Cohen, 
A Journey, A 
Song,” written and 
directed by Daniel 
Geller and Dayna 

Goldfine, with Light 
onboard as an executive 
producer, is a worthy 
companion piece.

Like the book that 
serves as its inspiration, 
“Hallelujah” explores 
not only the song 
and its impact on 
entertainment, but also 
Cohen himself. He’s 
an artist who — on 
the surface, at least — 
seems like the last guy 
you’d peg as a rock 
star who performed to 
sellout crowds all over 
the planet.

The film also 
chronicles the song’s 
effect on the numerous 
artists who’ve been 
inspired by the various 
versions and went on 
to cover it themselves. 
There are insightful 
interviews with 
musicians, writers and 
producers including 
Brandi Carlile, Glen 
Hansard, Judy Collins, 
Eric Church, Amanda 
Palmer, Regina Spektor, 
Rufus Wainwright, Clive 
Davis, John Lissauer, 
Larry “Ratso” Sloman 
and Hal Willner.

While diehard Cohen 
experts probably 
won’t learn a lot of 
new information from 
“Hallelujah,” it’s a great 
entry point for people 
like me, who have a 
general knowledge of 
the artist and his career. 
But that doesn’t mean 
longtime fans shouldn’t 
check it out — there 
are a ton of insightful 
archival interviews with 
Cohen, Buckley and 
other prominent figures 

who are no longer with 
us. In addition, there is 
video footage and audio 
recordings going all the 
way back to the 1960s 
that likely hasn’t been 
seen in decades.

Because Cohen signed 
off on the doc a couple of 
years before his death, 
the filmmakers also had 
access to his personal 
notebooks, journals, 
photos, performance 
footage, etc. If that’s not 
enough, “Hallelujah” is 
worth watching simply 
because of the amount 
of time viewers get to 
spend with him and 
the many artists he 
inspired. Cohen was a 
singular talent: unique 
and quiet, often painfully 
shy, but with a talent for 
brilliant, complex lyrics 
and a dry, deadly sense 
of humor. His deep, 
ragged voice might not 
be considered beautiful 
in the traditional sense 
(that was certainly 
the view of a few 
boneheaded record 
executives throughout 
his career) but it’s full of 
wisdom earned through 
experience.

As of now, “Hallelujah” 
is only scheduled to play 
in a handful of Atlanta 
theaters. It’s worth the 
drive, but for those who 
want to stay closer to 
home, be sure to keep 
the doc on your radar 
as it hits rental and 
streaming services in the 
weeks to come. 

It’s an entertaining, 
informative watch — just 
be warned: I’ve had the 
beautifully poignant song 
stuck in my head for 
days now.

“Hallelujah: Leonard 

Cohen, a Journey, a Song” 

is rated PG-13 for brief 

strong language and some 

sexual material. Opens in 

select theaters on July 29.

Grade: B+
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Josh Rhett Noble, a 
Haralson County High 
Schoo l  graduate  o f 
the class of ‘99, acted 
alongside Bruce Willis 
in what may be Willis’ 
last film, playing the 
role of Of ficer Rich-
ter. However, the path 
he took to get there is 
just as astounding as 
the accomplishment.

T h e  f i l m ,  t i t l e d 
“ Wr o n g  P l a c e , ”  i s 
available in select the-
aters and is also avail-
able on demand.

“  ‘ Wr o n g  P l a c e ’ 
was a fantastic expe-
rience,”  said Noble. 
“It was one of my first 
roles after the huge 
COVID shutdown of 
our industr y.  Work-
ing with a legend like 
Br uce Will is one on 
one is a truly surreal 
experience.”

“He was exception-
a l ly  down to  ear th, 
and it was an honor to 
work on what may be 
his final film after his 
recent Aphasia diagno-
sis.”

Though his appear-
ance in this film was 
a great experience for 
Noble, he is no strang-
er to working with big 
names.

“I have been tr uly 
blessed to work with 
some amazing actors 
and directors.  I  had 
the pleasure to share 
the screen with fellow 
Georgian Kelli Giddish 
in ‘Law & Order: SVU’ 
along with the icon-
ic Ice-T. I was direct-
ed  by  Fr ed  Ber ner 
for that run who was 
just a true pleasure to 
work with.”

Other recent roles 
for Noble have includ-
ed “Jared” in the fea-
t u r e  f i l m  T H I S  I S 
THE YEAR produced 
by Selena Gomez and 
d i r e c t e d  b y  D a v i d 
H e n r i e ,  a s  w e l l  a s 
other  var ious guest 
star roles in television, 
including stints in ‘I’d 
Kill For You’ and the 
Jay-Z-produced ‘Time: 
The Kal ief  Browder 
Story.’ ”

“I also had a blast 
providing voice and 
motion capture for the 
R o c k s t a r - p r o d u c e d 
video game ‘Red Dead 
Redemption II, ’  ” he 
said.

Noble says it  took 
persistence,  dedica-

tion and support to get 
to the place he is now.

“So  much o f  th is 
industry is about ‘right 
place, right time.’ Tal-
ent can only get you so 
far. Your work ethic, 
abi l i ty  to  grow and 
adapt and the support 
of others is all key.”

“I  studied musical 
theatre and film at the 
University of  Miami 
b e f o r e  m o v i n g  t o 
New York City. I was 
b lessed  to  per for m 
there and all  across 
the countr y for many 
many years.  To this 
day, I love the thrill 
of per forming live in 
front of an audience. 
There’s nothing like 
sharing that  energy 
and experience in real 
time with others.”

“When my beautiful 
Mother, Janet Noble, 
was diagnosed with 
cancer for a third time, 
I was put into a position 
where I needed to stay 
put out of necessity 
as her caregiver. This 
shifted my focus from 
theatre to on-camera 
work. The last sever-
al years of my career 
have been a whirlwind 
of new oppor tunities 
and a new found love 
for TV, Film and Voice-
over work.”

“I unfortunately have 
now lost both of my 
parents, my greatest 
suppor ters, to cancer. 
T h e y  n e v e r  u n d e r -
s tood  how I  cou ld 
choose such an unsta-

ble path. But, the joy 
they felt watching me 
pursue my dream far 
outweighed any fear of 
instability. I continue 
on in their honor.”

Noble outlined some 
of his experiences early 
in life and at Haralson 
County before he found 
his way into the film 
industry.

“Ever since I was a 
child, all I ever want-
ed to do was perform,” 
Noble said. “The ability 
to make others laugh, 
feel — to escape their 
ever yday  l i ves  has 
always driven me. I was 
blessed to find support 
and encouragement 
from not only family 
but my educators in 
Haralson County.”

“When you’re nav-
i g a t i n g  y o u r  w a y 
through school,  you 
tend to find your ‘tribe.’ 
Those people you truly 
mesh with and create 
unforgettable bonds. 
For me, I found that 
home within the arts.”

NOBLE BEGINNINGS
Haralson County 

grad alongside 
actor Willis in  
‘Wrong Place’

Submitted Photo

Josh Rhett Noble, Haralson County class of 1999, 
appears alongside Bruce Willis in his most recent film, 
“Wrong Place.” Noble plays the role of Officer Richter, 
who he says, “wants the job done right but also has 
true empathy for those he encounters in the field.”

SEE GRAD/PAGE A5
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OBITUARY POLICY

Death notices are published 

free of charge in the Times-

Georgian. Death notices include 

name, age, date of death, town 

and funeral date, time and 

location.

Standard obituaries are 

available to allow the family to 

convey additional information 

beyond a death notice. In 

addition to information on death 

and services, standard obituaries 

may include a brief objective 

biography of the deceased and a 

list of survivors that may include 

by name parents, spouse, children 

and their spouses, siblings and 

their spouses, and grandparents. 

The number of surviving 

grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 

aunts, uncles, cousins and other 

in-laws may be included, but 

not listed by name. Fee is $40 for 

obituaries 200 words or less and 

$75 for 200-400 words. Photo can 

be added for $35.

Enhanced obituaries include 

subjective biographical 

information along with any 

information the family may 

choose, provided that information 

does not violate libel laws or 

standard newspaper policies. 

Additionally, enhanced obituaries 

will appear with a border 

surrounding text. Fee will be $60 

for 200 words or less; and $100 

for 200-400 words. An additional 

charge of .25 cents per word over 

400 will be assessed. Photo can be 

added for $35.

The Times-Georgian reserves 

the right to edit content to 

conform with style, policy and 

accuracy.

OBITUARIES

Kenneth Ellis
Mr. Kenneth Ellis, 

59, of Graham, Ala., 
died on July 23, 2022. 
Celebration of Life 
services will be held 
on Friday, July 29, 
2022, at 2 p.m. at Willie 
A. Watkins Funeral 
Home Carrollton 
Chapel, 602 Newnan 
Road, Carrollton, 
GA 30117. Viewing 

will be Thursday, 
July 28, 2022, from 
3-6 p.m. at the funeral 
home. MASK WILL 
BE REQUIRED OF 
ALL THAT ATTEND 
THESE EVENTS. Final 
arrangements have been 
entrusted to Willie A. 
Watkins Funeral Home 
Carrollton Chapel. 
770-836-0044.

Monique McGinty
Mrs. Monique 

McGinty, 48, of 
Carrollton, Ga. died 
on July 10, 2022. 
Celebration of Life 
services will be held 
on Thursday, July 
28, 2022, at 1 p.m. 
at Church Without 
Walls, 555 Chaucer 
Lane, Carrollton, Ga. 
30117. Viewing will be 

Thursday, July 28, 2022, 
from 3-6 at the funeral 
home. MASK WILL 
BE REQUIRED OF 
ALL THAT ATTEND 
THESE EVENTS. 
Final arrangements 
have been entrusted 
to Willie A. Watkins 
Funeral Home 
Carrollton Chapel. 
770-836-0044.

DeAnthony Weems
Mr. DeAnthony 

Weems, 42, of Atlanta, 
Ga. died on July 10, 
2022. Celebration of 
Life services will be 
held on Friday July 
29, 2022, at 1 p.m. at 
St. Paul AME Church, 
1540 Pryor Rd, Atlanta, 
Ga. 30315. Viewing 
will be Thursday 
July 28, 2022, from 

2-7 p.m. at Willie A. 
Watkins Funeral Home 
Historic West End 
Chapel. MASK WILL 
BE REQUIRED OF 
ALL THAT ATTEND 
THESE EVENTS. Final 
arrangements have 
been entrusted to Willie 
A. Watkins Funeral 
Home Carrollton 
Chapel. 770-836-0044.

Cory Lee Crews
Cory Lee Crews, 30, 

of Buchanan, passed 
away July 16, 2022, at 
his residence. He was 
born in Carrollton, on 
Jan. 21, 1992, son of 
Leah Wread Devere 
and the late Gary Lee 
Crews. He was the 
owner of West Georgia 
Brush Control and 
Land Solutions.

Cory loved his 
children more than 
anything, and was a 

great Daddy. He loved 
and took great pride 
in his business, West 
Georgia Brush Control 
and Land Solutions. He 
loved all of his family 
and friends and enjoyed 
being around them all. 
He had a great sense 
of humor, he could be 
very silly and he loved 
to laugh. He enjoyed 
being outdoors and 
would spend time with 
his children, family 

and friends as much 
as he could. Cory 
absolutely adored 
his MawMaw, Linda 
Ayers, who helped to 
raise him. After Mr. 
and Mrs. Ayers moved 
to Florida, he would 
spend every summer 
with them.

Besides his father, 
Cory is preceded 
in death by his 
grandfathers, Harold C. 
Ayers, Wilmer Crews; 

sister, Laura Ann 
Easterwood.

Survivors include 
his mother, Leah 
Wread Devere (James) 
; daughters, Cloee 
Crews, Ella Crews and 
Harper Crews all of 
Buchanan; sisters, Leah 
Grace Crews Farrister, 
Rebecca Farrister, 
Beth Easterwood; 
grandmothers, Linda 
Ayers, Vickie Crews; 
special aunt, Teresa 

Hiett, a number of 
cousins, aunts and 
uncles.

The family will 
receive friends Friday, 
July 29, 2022 from 5 
p.m. until 7 p.m. at the 
funeral home.

Services will be held 
Saturday, July 30, 2022, 
at 11 a.m. from the 
chapel of Hightower 
Funeral Home with 
Rev. Brandon Quesada 
officiating. Tommy 

Farrister, Lincoln 
Forsyth, Trent Suarez, 
Alex Easterwood, Jake 
McCollum and Jamie 
Forsyth. Interment will 
follow in Forest Lawn 
Memorial Park.

Share your thought 
and memories in our 
guestbook at www.high-
towerfuneralhome.com.

Hightower Funeral 
Home of Bremen 
is in charge of the 
arrangements.

“The late, great band 
d i r ec tor  Pau l  Ram-
sey instilled constant 
m u s i c a l i t y  i n t o  m y 
veins that continued 
to heighten the knowl-
edge I learned via my 
late,  beautiful  piano 
teacher (and cousin) 
Enid Newman.”

“ A s  m u c h  a s  I 
loved band,  playing 
the trumpet and con-
ducting the marching 
band… I tr uly fell in 
love  wi th  theatr e… 
hard,” he said.

“My f i rs t  taste  o f 
that was in the church 
musical ‘Down By The 
Creek Bank,’ followed 
by the play ‘This Is 
The Test,’ directed by 
my middle school the-
ater director, Monica 
Turner.”

“Then  came  h igh 
school. I still remem-
ber the day I met the 
l a t e  t h e a t r e  d i r e c -
tor, Lisa Abney. She 
was a bundle of posi-
tive energy, vigor and 
knowledge.”

“It was during a per-
formance of the hys-
terical play ‘Of Wid-
ows And Vegetables’ I 
tr uly saw Lisa’s ded-
ica t ion .  Back  then , 
there was no true the-
atre space on campus. 
No fine ar ts building. 
No  f ancy  l igh ts  or 
equipment.”

“We had a cafe-tori-
um. And no cur tains. 
I  w a t c h e d  a s  M r s . 
Abney painstakingly 
created paper curtains 
for the cast to use to 
open and close during 
the play.”

One impor tant per-
for mance for  Noble 
during this time was 
a musical called “The 
Music Man,” which he 

later starred in profes-
sionally 20 years later.

“It was the musical 
that first made my late 
father stand up and 
say, ‘Hey…you could 
really do this for a liv-
ing,’ ” Noble said.

T h o u g h  A b n e y 
passed away not long 
after Noble’s final cur-
tain at HCHS, he says 
theatre director Kathy 
Waldr op  took  over, 
helping with his prepa-
ration for college audi-
tions.

S ince  h is  t ime a t 
the school, Haralson 
County has construct-
e d  a  f u l l  b u i l d i n g 
devoted to f ine ar ts 
with a full auditorium 

for the theater pro-
gram.

“I may never have 
had the chance to per-
form in the new fine 
arts facility, but every-
thing seemed to come 
ful l  c irc le  when we 
lost my mother, edu-

cator and ar ts lover 
Janet Noble, in 2017. 
Her  ‘ ce lebra t ion  o f 
life’ was held on that 
stage.”

Though his career 
h a s  t a k e n  h i m  t o 
Miami and New York 
C i t y,  a m o n g  o t h e r 
places, it helps to be 
back home in Georgia.

“Atlanta is the place 
for TV/Film produc-
t i o n  n o w.  T h o u g h 
many actors are still 
brought in from LA or 
NYC, ATL is booming 
with work. I look for-
ward to Atlanta actors 
getting the true credit 
they deser ve as elite 
p e r f o r m e r s  i n  t h i s 
field, and that’s com-
ing from a ‘New York’ 
actor like myself!”

A n d  t h e r e ’ s  s t i l l 
much more to come in 
this “New York” actor’s 
career.

“Most  r ecent ly,  I 
wrapped shoot ing a 
role opposite B. Sim-
one in the new Bounce 
TV comedy Finding 
Happy,’ ” he said. “This 
fall I will be playing a 
tenacious role opposite 
Academy Award-win-
ning Susan Sarandon 
and three-time Acade-
my of Countr y Music 
Award winner Trace 
Adkins in the new FOX 
drama Monarch.’ ”

“ I  a m  b l e s s e d  t o 
have these experienc-
es and the chance to 
do what tr uly makes 
me... me.”

GRAD
FROM PAGE A4
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“Wrong Place,” featuring Haralson County graduate 
Josh Noble, is now available in select theaters and on 
demand.
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Hard-won progress 
against HIV has stalled, 
putt ing mil l ions of 
lives at risk, according 
to an alarming report 
Wednesday on how the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and other global crises 
are jeopardizing efforts 
to end AIDS.

Wo r l d w i d e ,  t h e 
years-long decline in 
new HIV infections is 
leveling of f. Worse, 
cases began climbing 
in parts of Asia and the 
Pacific where they pre-
viously had been fall-
ing, according to the 
United Nations agen-
cy leading the global 
AIDS fight.

The number of peo-
ple on lifesaving HIV 
treatments grew more 
slowly last year than it 
has in a decade. Ineq-
uities are widening. 
Ever y two minutes 
last year, a teen girl 
or young woman was 
newly infected — and 
in sub-Saharan Africa, 
they’re three times as 
likely to get HIV as 
boys and men the same 
age. And 650,000 peo-
ple died from AIDS-re-
lated illnesses last year, 
the report found.

“This is an alarm to 
the world to say that 
COVID-19 has blown 
the AIDS response sig-
nificantly of f track,” 
said Matthew Kavana-
gh, deputy executive 
director of UNAIDS.

The U.N. set a goal of 
fewer than 370,000 new 
HIV infections by 2025. 
Last year, there were 
about 1.5 million — 
meaning it would take 
a major turnaround to 
get anywhere near that 
target. Yet low- and mid-
dle-income countries 
are $8 billion short of 
the funding needed, as 
international aid also 
has dropped, the report 
found.

Things might  be 
even worse consider-
ing that HIV testing 
slowed or even stopped 
in many places when 
COVID-19 hit, poten-
t ia l ly  leaving even 
more vir us spread 
uncounted.

“People are exhaust-
ed with epidemics and 
pandemics,” said Dr. 
Anthony Fauci,  the 
U.S .  gover nment ’ s 
leading AIDS expert. 
“We have to fight twice 
as hard to get HIV back 
on the radar screen 
where it belongs.”

Global AIDS fight at 
crossroads after setbacks 

during COVID-19

Convenient Location & Parking Available

Store hours: 8 to 5 Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. • 8 to 3 Wed., & Sat.

124 Rome St. • Carrollton, GA

770-832-6252

Lawn & Garden Supplies
Feed
Seed

Fertilizer
Hardware

RADA Knives

Lawn & Garden Supplies
Feed
Seed

Fertilizer
Hardware

RADA Knives

1200N Park Street

Carrollton, GA 30117

www.mikebellchevrolet.com

“Putting your family first”

Call Tim Fordham

770-378-0623

tfordham33@gmail.com

mike.conner@johnthorntoncadillac.com

GMC 2021 Sierra 1500
Crew Cab SLT

2020
Mark of

Excellence

Award Winner

“New & Pre-owned Sales”

770.301.3804
1492 N Hwy 27 Carrollton

"Ask for Train"

2021
Mark of
Excellence

AwardWinner

GMC 2022 Yukon

Denali


